ique opportunity toown ;-
yoiir’ own home whils
. generating income to:

5 “help pay the mortgage
&% (914)993-3333

aslc for
SARINA RUSSELL

ITCHEN
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- hls'teams lead late in the game and_;\ ‘
' e:nsunngwctory—requnesameasumﬂf

cut out for, buf “'t’s a respons:blhty
i Wagner seems. uilt to thrive at. The
 criterja? Try a tested soul. An equally
unyleldmg 18solve. The kind of per-
- severance that tnumphed when the

natural right-hander twice broke his -
- arm playing football, only to train

himself to throw- froma ma]or-league :

worthy southpaw stance.
If our life experiences truly are ‘the

- gauge of what we ultimately | become,*
" it-makes sense that Wagner now
{  finds himself thrust into the position

' of somieone constantly called uponto - -
_-create closure; whether it's for: his
“téam in'a. ‘must-win spot or those
. close tohlmmtragm times. ‘

" “He's a great father and husbantl

‘ and all-around great; famlly man,”
ays Wagner’s best friend and former.
ollege’ rqpmmate ‘Erik, Robinson.,, “If -

"home, person to person.

_ Ultimately, he came to re51de
‘with his grandparents in -Virginia, "

‘where soon destitution and depra -

yation became as common as the air - '

he' breathed. To ease his mind as
well as help out around: the house,

- Wagner often worked from dusk till i
dawn on weekends, bailing hay and .
‘choppmg down tobacco stalks that

PN

stood nearly as tall as he’ did.. .
By adolescence, he was on the

move yet again, this time taking:
‘refug@with an aunt and uncle not fat:

‘up the road. Finally blessed with the
shghtest ‘semblance of stability, Wag

o onerdl thnved excelhngm both baseball
~ and football even stamng alongs:de

shuttled from town to town, home-to '




niinned from page 20

After high achool, it was onto
.earby Division III Ferrum- Col-
2ge, where Wagner quickly began
»make a new life for himself and
arve out an existertce all his own,

ven as hardship and heartache

Iways seemed to fi.nd him.

MAKING STRIDES .
Wagner met Sarah Quesenbe:ry

n 1990, and by 1994, they. had -
ved, paving the way for her-..
. Houston:Astros were the first squad

ports-enthused dad to cmerge as

ne father figire Wagner had never -
nown. At Hmes, the two aI.njlpst"

cemed inseparable, chatting end-

assly about Wagner's long-held’

athletic aspirations and how best to
deal with a bevy of pro scouts’
proclamations that the 5-foot9-
inch,” 145-pourid;” - 90-plus-mph
flamethrower was. oo small‘to
compete on Lhe nextJevel.-

Soon, however, all those trials
and tibulations were reduced to
triviality, as Wagner ‘s NCAA record
mark of 19.1 strikeouts per nine in-
nirigs in 1992 was enough to garner

- him the attention he' craved respect

he had earngd. After a dominating
year in the Cape Cod League, the

to ‘allay his fears, tapping Wagner

No. 12 overll jin the 1993 draft.:
‘Within: two years, the right was-

busy making even more history,
zooming his way up the
ranks of the Astros’ farm
system about as quickly as
one of his patented fastballs
covera 9 feet. Life, it seernexd,
.was finally done dogging

thrown another: cnrveball,
* AN UNTHINKABLE ;

- _ BLOW .
" On May 16, 1995, his

Aftar breaking your arm cwice, 3 el lingup lknoblg  and the impending trial,

thing.

Lneer Promo Code:

et o 100 Bono!

Billy Wagner around. But as, :
- quick as a flash, he:ivas. ¢ evenin a white-hot, hightatakes city <

. such as New York, couldn’t possibly

‘wifé's parents were brutally

4

baseballl

for those around hlmbseekamuch—
needed route fo recovery. -
“Billy’s not one to sit around and. -
complain about anything he's had* -
to deal with,” says Robinson. “Yes,
some of those Lhings have made him
sad,. but they’ve also ‘made him -
stronger and more comumitted to the.
llungs and people he cares aboul "

FROM HEARI'ACHETO
HEROICS
Is often been sald of heart- g
wrenching times that those that [ 1 . ] - P
don't Kill us ultimately serve to- Wagner while stll with Houston, : : j R

e

make us stronger. Now, as a testa- *"- ~ whodrafted himin 1993. ¥ O
* ment to that prophecy, 35-year-old
Billy Wagner stands before Mets " he’s had to muster in l-us pe:sunal
fans as arpuably the most poised ~ life. N
and gifted closer in all the game. “Sports has always been like an ‘ ~
That inability to be shaken willnie  casis for Billy,” reminds Robinson. I
doubt move Mets skipper Willie Rar-

dolph to make many ‘treks o the -
mound to hand his feam’s fortumes
over to Wagner, knowing nerves will -
never be an, issue. Playing baseball, . ; -

call for the same leve! of resolve that

Www.brisbet.com

- murdered, shooting victims - - 1
at the crazed hands of an- d:n[. 2”.25-::& Sale 9, - Let
other of their son-in-laws 1(!016—7921fnmlﬂuluﬂﬁ-ﬁﬂ-ﬂ]'ﬁmmmmﬂmnmmdmmm :
following an elongated dis- . S
\ pute with his wife. With a ] Name: Date of Birth: _ : | Here, 300,000 ;
tumnult of emotions bubbling b daress: " Daii . '
ot N *. Daytime . .
inside him, Wagner some- [ Y | Let go of your schedules a
how found a way fo remain = - - E-mail: 1
: all . N - :
calm through all his pain : L - : Perhaps here, ;
making it that much easler b e e L e e e e e ol
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